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refugees due to legal obstacles and Lebanon's lack of economic, social, and political capacity to 

integrate a large influx of refugees. (3) The last option is resettlement, which unlike the first two 

options, includes relocating to a new country with oftentimes very different norms, culture, and 

language. 

The number of refugees who are considered for resettlement to a new country is incredibly small 

compared to the scale of the crisis, as depicted in the chart below. The international community, 

including the United States, has committed to resettle less than 1% of the refugees of concern to the 

UNHCR. The UNHCR, country governments and NGO partners therefore identify vulnerable 

refugees most in need of resettlement. Each year the President, in consultation with Congress, 

determines the numerical ceiling for refugee admissions. For Fiscal Year 2020, the United States is 

expected to resettle 18,000 refugees. In FY 2019, refugees admitted to the US were from Africa (54%), 

Asia (17%), Europe (17%), the Near East & South Asia (9%), and Latin America and the Caribbean (3%). 

*Source: UNHCR

Scale of Refugee Populations Worldwide 

Cap for USA resettlement in 2020: 18,000

Refugees worldwide: 30,000,000

Displaced persons worldwide: 70,800,000

While the United States has welcomed refugees throughout its history, the current US Refugee 

Admissions Program was established by Congress in 1980 as a public-private partnership between the 

government and national and local organizations. Refugees may only apply for resettlement if referred 

by the UNHCR, a qualified NGO, a US Embassy, or if they fit within a family reunification or 

humanitarian category established by the US Department of State. Criteria for resettlement in the US 

include: 

• Priority 1: Refugees referred from UNHCR, US Embassy, or a qualified NGO, by virtue of their

circumstances and apparent need for resettlement.
• Priority 2: Groups of refugees designated of special humanitarian concern to the US.
• Priority 3: Family reunification cases (spouses, unmarried children under 21, and parents of

persons lawfully admitted to the United States as refugees or asylees or permanent residents or

US citizens who previously had refugee or asylum status).

The path to resettlement is tedious, lengthy, and stringent. Although highly simplified, a diagram on 

the next page provides an overview of the resettlement process. The family or individual goes through 

an intensive process of applications, interviews, biometric screenings, background checks, and health 
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HIAS in the United States 

Hll'.S 
Welcome the stranger. 
Protect the refugee. 

Guided by our Jewish values and history, HIAS protects those whose lives are in danger for being who 

they are. During our 135-year history, we've helped more than 4.5 million refugees. Today, violence 

and persecution have forced more than 65 million people around the world to flee their homes, the 

highest number of displaced persons since WWII. HIAS, formerly known as the Hebrew Immigrant 

Aid Society, works both globally to provide legal protection, psychosocial services, and livelihoods 

assistance and locally in the United States as one of nine refugee resettlement agencies (RAs). In the 

U.S., HIAS resettles refugees through its local affiliates, including HIAS NY, which receive and provide

direct services to the refugees upon arrival.

Vision HIAS stands for a world in which refugees find welcome, safety, and freedom. 

Mission HIAS rescues people whose lives are in danger for being who they are. 

We protect the most vulnerable refugees, helping them build new lives and reunite them 

with their families in safety and freedom. 

We advocate for the protection of refugees and assure that displaced people are treated with 

the dignity they deserve. 

HIAS used to resettle refugees because they were Jewish and needed assistance. Today, HIAS 

resettles refugees from all different backgrounds and identities because it aligns with the values and 

history of the Jewish community. Coming from a place of compassion and understanding for those 

who are escaping persecution, HIAS operates in the hope that others might find a better life and new 

beginning. We continue to provide all refugees with what each of us wants for ourselves-the ability 

to control our lives, to educate the next generation, to raise our families without fear-and to advocate 

for America's historic and honored status as a welcoming, humanitarian nation. 
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Map of HIAS Affiliates 


































































































































































































































