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INTRODUCTION 

To compile the drashot of Minyan Maat would be a suitably grand gesture for a major milestone event, 
such as its 50th anniversary, which we hope to celebrate in 2029.  The fact is, I’ve harbored the 
intention to compile the drashot since well before the 40th anniversary, and whenever it is possible to 
actually do it, that is surely the right time for it.  As it has happened, this anthology came together 
during the 44th year of the minyan, which is perhaps beschert: the gematria value of 44 is represented 
by the word םד , blood, and it could well be said that the weekly sharing of our words of Torah with one 
another is the lifeblood of this minyan.1  

I realize now that I made my first attempt to mobilize this project fully ten years ago.  Perhaps it’s 
fortunate to have waited, as we’ve had over 500 new drashot since then!  But the long gestation also 
seems appropriate to the task – many drashot, for me and I assume for other darshanim, are on 
subjects that we’ve been mulling for a while.  Often I’ll get an idea hearing a parasha – or someone 
else’s drash on the parasha -- and prepare a drash to deliver when the parasha returns the following 
year.  It’s in the nature of darshanut that we speak of issues that have taken shape in our minds and 
hearts over the course of time.  In reading the full Torah cycle each year we enter the texts with depth 
and longevity.  By maintaining a community that relishes the conversation we bring this ancient 
tradition to life.  And through that ongoing conversation we bring ourselves, and one another, more 
fully to life.  Truly: הב םיקיזחמל איה םייח ץע .  It’s a tree of life to those who grasp on to it – through our 
drashot, we grasp on to the Torah, and to one another.  

This collection, of course, is an incomplete historical record – some of our most accomplished 
darshanim don’t speak from notes, so their drashot are lost to time.  Those that are saved in orderly 
computer files are easy to retrieve; those that are not…are not.  And some of our darshanim are no 
longer with us.  Nonetheless, it is thrilling to bring together some 200 drashot – and kavanot and other 
occasional pieces -- from the Minyan’s history.  It is more thrilling still to consider that in 44 years, this 
Minyan has presumably produced well over 2,000.  It’s a commonplace that where you find two Jews, 
you’ll find three opinions; here, a couple hundred Jews have produced a couple thousand opinions – 
literate, impassioned, profound.  What a conversation we have conducted all these years.  So much 
listening, so much learning.   

All the materials are printed here exactly as they were delivered by the contributors.  I therefore present 
to you not only all the wisdom and insight of our darshanim, but also their typos, choices of font, 
idiosyncratic transliterations, handwritten markups and the rest.  A more elegant, and less massive, 
volume could be made of these materials, given sufficient time, labor and technological expertise, but 
I have opted not to sacrifice the good in pursuit of the better, and to bring this volume out as soon as 
possible, since we’ve all waited 44 years for it already.  To quote one of my own drashot: some things 
are worth the wait, and some things are worth the rush.   

Ron Lee Meyers 
Simchat Torah 2023 / 5784  

 
1 And if it is so said, then it will immediately be rebutted: the lifeblood of the minyan is chesed, the lifeblood of 
the minyan is friendship, the lifeblood of the minyan is single-malt Scotch.  All true.  It’s a rich and nourishing 
bloodstream.  
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The Yiddish word, bashert, means predestined, foreordained. It is a very 

appropriate word for this shabbat, resonant for me and for all of today's 

celebrants, Ellen and Nat, Ellen and David, Shelley and Dov. I'll start with me. 

Incorrigibly ritualistic, I had always hoped to cap the end of my graduate training 

with a devar torah. Yet, sometime in the frantic week before Passover last year, 

amid the rolls of shelf liner and other perhaps unnecessary accoutrements of 

holiday preparation, I realized that, try as I may, I would not be able to defend my 

Ph.D. dissertation in time to receive the May degree. So I resigned myself to a 

June defense and to an October degree. Looking at the calendar, I planned to 

give the devar torah for parashat bereshit in celebration of the acquistion of the 

doctorate. Parashat bereshit seemed a fitting section of the Torah to celebrate a 

commencement. 

1 

Today's parashah is nothing less than the beginning of everything. Within it is not 

only the beginning of the world, but it also starts our rereading of the Torah and 

thus inaugurates the whole cycle of the Jewish literary year. It is a parashah of 

portent, anticipation, mystery, and passion. Which leads me to the subject of the 

readings I have selected for today. As I mentioned earlier, I had originally planned 

to give a devar torah in the spring in honor of a spring degree; part of my grand 

ritualistic design was to celebrate not only the completion of my graduate studies, 

but to salute publically the person who sustained me throughout the process. 

That is, I had also hoped to give the devar torah in honor of my husband Gary and 

our 11th wedding anniversary, which fell last spring. Now it is October. Oh well. 

So, you can imagine my delight when Ellen Schorr told me that her and Nat's 

1
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aufruf was to bP. r:P.IP.hrated today. Then added to their joy were the announce-

ments by Ellen and David and Shelley and Dov. Surely, it was bashert that I had 

missed the May deadline. And as many of you know, the word bashert can be 

used not only as an adjective, but as a noun. Someone's basherte or basherter is 

predestined for them; finding one's bashert means finding one's life partner, one's 

soulmate. In honor of that which is bashert and those who are basherte, and as a 

way of commentary on parashat bereshit, I offer three poems written, fittingly --

given by field of inquiry -- by three Jews of Eastern Europe. 

The first is by the late Joseph Brodsky, who died last January at the age of 54. A 

Russian poet, Brodsky emigrated to the U.S. in 1972 and went on to become the 

national poet-laureate, writing fluently in his adopted tongue. This poem, called 

simply "Love Song" was written in English: 

The second is by Hayim Nachman Bialik, who is considered to be the poet laureate 

of modern Hebrew. The poem is called Yesh Li Gan. I'll read it in the original 

Hebrew and then translate, roughly, a few stanzas. 

I Have a Garden 

I have a garden and I have a well, 
And above my well hangs a bucket, 
Every Sabbath my darling comes, 
And drinks from my pitcher. 

The whole world is sleeping -- sshl 
The apple and the pear sleep, 
My mother rests, my father has fallen asleep, 
Only I and my heart are awake. 

Ssh -- the ground in the garden trembles, 
Does my beloved come, or is it a bird's wing? 

2



Darling, da ling, hurry my love, 
There is no one here e[cept for me. 

We will sit upon the trough quietly 
+ead upon shoulder, hand in hand, 
I will tell you riddles� Why 
Does the pitcher seek the well" 

And why, tell me, 
Does the bucket weep silently, 
Dripping, dripping, sleepily �� yes, 
Incessantly, from night to night. 

)rom where does the pain come, like 
A worm eating at my heart" 
Oh, is it really true what my mother heard, 
That your heart has turned from mine" 

My beloved answers and tells me, 
My enemies have slandered me� 
This time ne[t year, 
We shall go to the wedding canopy, silly� 

Then a summer day will shine, 
Gold will stream upon our heads 
Trees laden with fruit will 
%less us. 

The canopy will stand here 
%etween the well and the garden. 
You will present your small finger to me 
As a gift. 

And I will be yours� �%ehold, you are 
&onsecrated unto me forever." 
My enemies will be there and will see, 
They will burst from jealousy. 

)inally, a poem in Yiddish, by Avraham Sutzkever, a partisan from 9ilna, a com�

mander in the �Paper %rigade� who risked his life to save the remnants of Jewish 

9ilna's literary treasures, a giant of a human being, whom Dan Miron has 

described as a nightingale. It is called Gan Eyden Lid� 

� 
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Both the poems by Bialik and Sutzkever use the word kina, in Yiddish, mekane 

zayn, to be jealous, reminding us that passion often, if not always, evokes a jeal-

ous response. Bialik speaks of human jealousy, that corrupt and corrosive emotion 

that so many of us know. Sutzkever, however, tells of God's jealousy, �1m ,Mlpr.l 

cyiiE! l""N l"N 11"":l l�!MlliN::i t,Nil i y ,  jealous that He created both in his image. God's 

jealousy, or zeal, is given e[pression in the Torah as a threat. Recall E[odus 2�:5, 

in the ten commandments, where God commands the children of Israel not to wor-

ship any other gods, lest He punish them for four generations, because He is a 

jealous�zealous god, el kana. That is, God becomes jealous when Israel worships, 

loves, other gods. Although the word kina or kanah does not appear e[plicitly in 

our parashah, I think Sutzkever is onto something when he employs it his poem. 

Rashi, always sensitive to the subte[t beneath the te[t, notes in his comment to 

verse 1 :2�, na'aseh adam "let us make Man," that God consulted the angels in the 

creation of human beings, thus e[plaining the plural form of the verb, because He 

knew that the angels would l .H:   jealous of the new creatures created in God's 

image and He wanted to appease them. So, too, on verse 2:7, vayipah be'apav 

nishmat hayim, "and He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life," Rashi appears 

to e[plain why the te[t mentions both the physical and spiritual creation of man, 

as God shapes adam from dust and creates his soul by blowing the breath of life 

into him, by commenting that in order to maintain a balance between the upper 

world and lower world, between the heavens above and the earth below, between 

the firmament above and the waters below, God created Man with a body and a 

soul, for the body belongs to the lower world, the soul to the upper world. If not, 

Rashi writes, yesh kina be-ma'aseh bereshit, there would be jealousy�disharmony 

in the account of creation. 
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And, in fact, the balance of creation is disrupted by jealousy. Sutzkever clues us 

in. Human passion is the key. Unable to curb their curiousity, their appetites, 

their desire to know each other, &hava and Adam eat the forbidden fruit. In his 

anger, God banishes them from the garden. Although the biblical te[t tells us that 

the punishment is God's way of preventing &hava and Adam from eating from the 

tree of life and becoming immortal, Sutzkever offers a more poignant perspective. 

In his reading, God punishes &hava and Adam because He, not the angels or the 

mortal men of Bialik's poem, is envious of their passion. God realizes that He has 

created a creature with powers that He cannot e[perience. God is jealous that He 

cannot partake of the ardor he has bequeathed to humankind. 

In the conte[t of today's many joyous announcements, He should be. 

shabbat shalom and mazal tov. 
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Yehuda coming to Joseph during this parsha was, I believe, a qualifying life event. And Joseph could 
have reacted in a different way. He could have shut down. He could have pushed his brothers away. 
Been angry and vengeful. And honestly, I wouldn’t have judged him if he had.  
 
But he didn’t. Instead, he reveals himself to them. And he says “Geshu Nah Ailai” - come close to me. 
Rabbi Rachel Barenblat, one of my Mom’s favorite commentators, writes about this moment. She says:      
 
“When we reveal our true selves, removing the masks with which we disguise our deepest identity and 
our souls' own light, both we and those to whom we reveal ourselves may weep. Emotions may run high. 
Revealing who we really are, in all of our vulnerabilities and differences, requires great bravery. But it is 
only through that revelation, and through the healing tears which ensue, that we can begin to truly 
respond to one another -- to speak to, and from, the heart of who we really are.” 
 
It’s a new year. And Gabi and Mike – soon it will be your wedding.  
I believe that both of these are qualifying life events. A chance to imagine that compassion, forgiveness, 
and love are limitless.  
 
I obviously have never been married, but I grew up in this community, so I have seen and felt a lot of love. 
And as a result, I also know that there will be times when you disappoint each other or hurt each other. 
And I hope that in those moments, the moments that feel hardest, you chose to reveal yourselves to each 
other more deeply and with more compassion than you knew you could.  
 
And the truth is, there are real rewards to responding to qualifying life events with courage and 
compassion. The story of Joseph and Yehuda shows us just how meaningful those rewards can be. 
 
It is their reconciliation and reunion that allow both Yehuda and Joseph to realize their full potential. For 
Yehuda this means becoming the real leader of his brothers, and ultimately the surviving tribe of the 
Jewish people. For Joseph, the reward is to be able save his family’s life. To be reunited with his father. 
To develop sibling relationships. And ultimately, we actually bless our children that they should be like 
Joseph’s sons, Efraim and Minashe.  
 
It is the way we respond to qualifying life events, the bravery, the emotional courage that we display, that 
defines weather we can realize our promise to become the best people we can.  
 
So here we stand. As a community, at the beginning of a new year, and for you, Gabi and Mike, at the 
beginning of the next stage of your livee. A moment of unbridled opportunity. May we all take advantage 
of this moment, face each qualifying life event with the goal of achieving our fullest potential.   
 
SHABBAT SHALOM!  
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